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 Strong growth in imports of denim jeans into Europe over the last decade  

 
In 2014, the value of imports of denim jeans into the 28 EU Member States reached EUR 4,077 billion, 
representing an increase of 8.2% compared to 2013. These imports consisted of 531 million pairs of 
trousers, intended for a European population of 503 million, 425 million of whom have been consumers 
for more than 14 years.  

 
The market for imported jeans, t-shirts 
and tops is one of the largest in Europe. 
It is also by far the most dynamic clothing 
market. Growth has remained strong in 
recent years, despite the financial crisis, 
and although European clothing 
consumption was stagnating or even 
falling, as was the case in France 
between 2007 and 2014, over the ten 
years from 2004 to 2014, European 
imports of denim jeans more than 
doubled in value (+120.7%), representing 
an exceptional mean annual growth rate 
of 8.2%. During this period, the number of 
jeans imported by the EU almost doubled 
(+99%), hitting a new record of 531 

million pairs in 2014. This extremely strong growth was encouraged by clever pricing, which only rose 
by 10.9% in ten years, from a mean of EUR 6.92 per pair in 2004 to EUR 7.68 in 2014.  
The past decade has thus seen denim jeans becoming established as a prime basic item of clothing in 
everyone's wardrobe in Europe, for young and old, male and female alike. 
 

 
Source: Eurostat         Statistical processing: Jean-François Limantour 

 
 

 Suppliers of denim jeans to the EU 
 
In 2014, four countries stood out clearly from the suppliers of jeans to the EU: Bangladesh, Turkey, 
China and Pakistan. Together they accounted for three-quarters (74%) of imported jeans in terms of 
value and over four fifths (82%) in terms of volume.  
The runners-up were the North African countries of Tunisia and Morocco.  



 

Evalliance  83 Bd Beaumarchais  75003 Paris    ☎+33608841568      contact@evalliance.eu  http://www.evalliance.eu 

   

 

 
Source: Eurostat         Statistical processing: Jean-François Limantour 

 
 

Generally, Mediterranean countries are seeing a fall in their share of the total volume of European 
imports of jeans, having given way to suppliers from Asia.  Turkey saw a decline from 23.2% in 2008 to 
21.4% in 2014, while in the same period imports from Tunisia fell from 11.7% to 8.6% and imports from 
Morocco fell from 4.5% to 3.6%. As a whole, imports from Mediterranean countries fell from 41.8% in 
2008 to 35.5% in 2014. 
 
This decline in imports from Mediterranean countries was balanced by an increase from Asia. However, 
the trend in imports from the core suppliers from Asia was varied, beginning with China, whose share 
fell from 27.1% in 2008 to 16.1% by 2014. Conversely, imports from some Asian suppliers increased 
spectacularly. This is particularly the case with Bangladesh, from which the proportion increased from 
10.4% in 2008 to 22.9% in 2014, making it the top supplier of jeans to Europe, and Cambodia, from 
which the proportion increased from 0.1% in 2008 to 3.0% in 2014.  
 
 

Trend in the ranking of the main suppliers of denim jeans to EU 

  2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Bangladesh 4 3 3 3 3 2 1 

Turkey 2 2 2 2 2 1 2 

China 1 1 1 1 1 3 3 

Pakistan 5 5 5 4 4 4 4 

Tunisia 3 4 4 5 5 5 5 

Morocco 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 

Cambodia 22 29 21 12 8 7 7 

Egypt 8 7 7 8 7 8 8 

India 7 8 8 7 9 9 9 

Vietnam 17 15 12 11 10 10 10 

Source: Eurostat         Statistical processing: Jean-François Limantour 
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                                      Suppliers of denim jeans to the EU in 2014 

 

Ranking        Suppliers € thousands      Units, 
thousands 

mean price (€) 

          

1 Bangladesh 932,951 170,558 5.47 

2 Turkey 871,643 64,343 13.55 

3 China 657,686 115,453 5.70 

4 Pakistan 572,422 86,203 6.64 

5 Tunisia 351,259 20,590 17.06 

6 Morocco 145,100 11,865 12.23 

7 Cambodia 121,120 19,492 6.21 

8 Egypt 79,168 6,893 11.48 

9 India 53,489 5,924 9.03 

10 Vietnam 44,961 4,688 9.59 

11 Mauritius 28,816 2,449 11.76 

12 USA 25,243 842 29.99 

13 Sri Lanka 24,728 3,115 7.94 

14 Indonesia 18,888 2,683 7.04 

15 Thailand 17,765 1,993 8.91 

16 Mexico 17,098 1,288 13.28 

17 Hong Kong 13,920 1,912 7.28 

18 UAE 13,732 842 16.31 

19 Albania 13,601 1,739 7.82 

20 Turkmenistan 9,570 1,461 6.55 

- Other suppliers 63,375 6,664 9.51 

Total imports of jeans 4,076,535 530,996 7.68 

Source Eurostat.  Statistical processing: Jean-François Limantour 
 
 
Many other countries, particularly in Asia, export jeans to the EU, including, for example, India, Vietnam, 
Sri Lanka, Indonesia and Thailand.  
However, their ranking is no more than marginal compared to major suppliers such as Bangladesh or 
China.  
 
Only one non-EU European country, Albania, can be found amongst the twenty top suppliers. It ranks 
19th and exported 1.46 million pairs of jeans to the EU in 2014.   
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 European markets for denim jeans 

 

 
Source Eurostat.  Statistical processing: Jean-François Limantour 
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Of all the EU Member States, Germany is by far the biggest importer of jeans from outside Europe. In 
2014, its imports totalled 114 million pairs, with a total value of EUR 979 million.  Imports of jeans to 
Germany increased to a mean rate of 7.5% p.a. between 2004 and 2014, compared to a mean of 8.2% 
for all the Member States, as a result of the current weakening over the past three years. Because it is 
so large, this solid market is one of the most attractive in the European Union.    
 
The second market in terms of size is Spain, with imports of jeans totalling EUR 621 million for 88 million 
pairs and an exceptional mean growth level of 15.4% p.a. over the last ten years. With an economic 
situation which is still difficult although in recovery, and an extremely high unemployment rate (23.7% of 
the working population at the end of 2014), Spain will remain a very attractive market for imported jeans 
in the coming years, both for local suppliers such as Morocco and for Asian suppliers of cheap to mid-
range jeans.  
 
The third-biggest market is the UK, with 77 million pairs of jeans worth EUR 541 million imported in 
2014. This is therefore a significant market in terms of volume, but its mean annual growth rate is weak 
compared to that of the other Member States, increasing by 4.7% compared to 8.2% for imports into 
Europe as a whole.  
 
We now come to the Netherlands, a country of modest size (17 million inhabitants) but a large importer 
of jeans: 69 million pairs in 2014 worth EUR 525 million, or 4 pairs per inhabitant. In actual fact, the 
Dutch do not buy any more jeans than the Germans, the Spanish or the French, for a very simple reason: 
a good proportion of Asian imports are moved through Rotterdam, where they are recorded by Customs 
as Dutch imports, then re-exported to other neighbouring Member States, such as Germany, Belgium 
or Scandinavia. That being the case, it can be seen that the rate of growth of these imports is quite 
exceptional - 18.7% p.a. on average during the period 2004-2014, which proves the relevance of the 
Dutch business model. 
   
France and Italy each have a market for imported jeans representing around 40% of the value of that of 
Germany: EUR 393 million for France with 55 million pairs of jeans and EUR 374 million for Italy with 
34 million pairs.  The annual growth of these two markets is below the European mean in the period 
from 2004 to 2014: +5.5% for France and +6.7% for Italy, compared to 8.2% for the whole of the EU.  
 
The other European markets which are much smaller but experiencing significant growth are Denmark, 
the Czech Republic and Sweden. On the other hand, imports to the Belgian market (EUR 180 million in 
2014 for 28 million pairs of jeans), has been visibly stagnating for ten years, a trend which suggests that 
an increasingly significant proportion of Belgian imports actually transit through Rotterdam. In fact, 
studies of clothing consumption show that Belgian consumers buy as many pairs of jeans as other 
Europeans. 
 

 The price of imported jeans 
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In 2014, the mean price of jeans imported into the EU settled at EUR 7.68 (CIF) per pair, compared to 
EUR 7.45 in 2013, i.e. an increase of 3.1%.  
It may be noted that this mean price in 2014 is less than the price of imports in 2012 (EUR 7.76). 
 
The price analysis produces two main conclusions:  
 

1. The mean price rise of imported jeans is very moderate. In recent years, from 2004 to 2014, 
prices only increased by 10.9%, representing an annual mean increase of 1.04%. Prices rose 
in 2011 and 2012 due to a sudden rise in the price of cotton (historic peak of USD 2.16 per 
pound on 4 March 2011). The price of cotton has seriously weakened (currently 64 cents per 
pound on the New York Stock Exchange), contributing to the moderation of the price of jeans. 
However, the main factor in price moderation is the intense competition between exporters, and 
there is every reason to believe that this trend will continue.   
 

2. The variation in prices around the mean European price, regardless of origin, is significant, with 
the difference ranging from EUR 17.06/pair for the most expensive to EUR 5.47 for the 
cheapest.  
 
This statistical variation is a good indicator of the suppliers' strategies, with not only those who 
integrate a high added value into their products and services, highlighting the quality of the 
materials, production, design, special treatments, small batches and ability to react, particularly 
in Tunisia, Turkey and Morocco, as can be seen from the chart below, but also the opposite, 
such as Bangladesh, China, Cambodia or Pakistan, which mass-produce cheap to mid-range 
jeans as much in terms of the materials used as the cut, finish, etc. 

 

 
 
Finally, it is interesting to note that the levels of mean prices of imported jeans into Europe vary 
appreciably from one Member State to the next. For example, Italy buys the most expensive jeans (EUR 
10.91 per pair in 2014), followed by Denmark (EUR 9.60), Germany (EUR 8.60 and Sweden (EUR 8.15).   
 
Conversely, the price of jeans imported into Spain (EUR 7.06), France (EUR 7.17), the U.K. (EUR 7.01), 
Belgium (EUR 6.47) or small European markets such as Portugal, Greece, the Czech Republic and 
Poland, which fall to a mean of EUR 5.60, are much lower.   
 
Jean-François Limantour       
President of Evalliance   
Strategic and Operations Consultant of Messe Frankfurt France     
11 August 2015  


